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is in the religious life that Asiatic communities still nnd the
reason of their existence, and the repose of it. When the
Indian has gained his intellectual freedom, there remains to be
seen what he will do with it; and the solution of this problem
is of incalculable importance to our successful management'of
the empire. The general tendencies of modern thought are
toward doubt and negation; the sum total of what we call
civilisation is to such a society as that in India a dissolving
force : it is the pouring of new wines into: old skins; the
cutting away of anchors, instead of hauling them up, so that an
the next emergency there are none to throw out. Conquest
and civilisation together must sweep away the old convictions
and prejudices ; and unless some great enthusiasm rushes in to .
fill the vacancy thus created, we may find cm-selves called to
preside over some sort of spiritual interregnum.

Such transitional periods are apt to be troublesome to
governments. In India the English difficulty is that, whatever
the religious movement may be, we cannot expect to take part
in or guide it, because we are in many ways so fair ahead of, or
at least too far removed from, the mass of the people whom we
have to manage, that our superiority begets want of sympathy,
and in our desire to lead them we lose patience and dis-
crimination. On the other hand there is already springing
up among the natives of India an advanced party, of those
who are easily inoculated with the Yolt&irean spirit, with
contempt for irrational beliefs, ainl for institutions that seein
absurd on the face of them. But all our European experi-
ments in social science have taught us the unwisdom of
demolishing old-world fabrics'which no one is yet prepared
to replace by anything else. Caste, for instance, looks un-
necessary and burdensome, it is wildly abused by Europeans,*
to whom the Brahmanic rules of behaviour seem unmeaning
and unpractical; but these things will tumble quite fast encmgh
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